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see th e  d irection  in  w hich affairs are 
m oving (as w ith  th e  revo lt a t the 
Crescent), sm all incidents an d  p o r­
traits  stand  o u t excellently, especially 
those of the luckless Q u in n  an d  of the 
eunuch, Ewers. As for th e  “co n tem p o r­
ary relevance” of th is work, I d ou b t 
th a t one can always dem an d  th a t a 
work have such relevance, th o ug h  Hal- 
loran  is p artly  th e  type of m an  d e ­
stroyed by a b ru ta l system, an d  th e  
b itte r (but a t tim es acidly funny) 
re la tionsh ip  of th e  B lythes is always 
pertin en t. T his is n o t a “g rea t” novel, 
b u t is nevertheless well w orth  re a d ­
ing.
K e r in  C a n t r e l l .
DYNASTY, 
by Tony Morphett.
Jacaranda Press, 430pp, $4.95
“T H E  B O U R G EO ISIE  . . .  has left 
rem aining no o th e r nexus betw een 
m an and m an th an  naked  self-in terest, 
than  callous ‘cash p ay m en t.’ . . . 
(It) has to rn  away from  th e  fam ily 
its sentim ental veil, an d  has reduced  
the fam ily re la tio n  to a m ere m oney 
re la tion .”— T h e  C om m u nist M anifesto .
T ony M o rphett could  well have used 
this q u o ta tio n  as a frontisp iece for h is 
n ew novel, Dynasty, an  absorb ing  story
0 a d irty  fam ily fight for con tro l of 
a Newspaper em pire. T h e  them e is an 
th  *rm a t'on  th e  M anifesto ’s thesis: 
rec s°ns of an  ageing new spaper p ro ­
prie tor, m otivated  by naked  se lf-in te r- 
® • are involved in  a p lan  to  steal 
om th e ir fa ther con tro l of h is news­
paper. T h e  fa th er knows i t  an d  th e  
in  T  Ŵ ich  takes p lace over o ne day 
cer new spaper’s b oard  room , con- 
thfHp) m an ’s a ttem p ts  to  u nd o
Thtak ere are s‘x m en  involved  in  th e  th r e ° Ver P lot the th re e  sons, and 
t |j ee o th er d irectors—th e  e d ito r of 
bus' neWsPaPer ' and  a law yer an d  a 
nessm an who are in te rested  in  th e
p ap er purely  as investors. T hey  are 
all, in  effect, creations of th e  old 
m an, b u t it  soon becomes clear th a t 
filial and  personal loyalties will have no 
m eaning  here ; i t ’s ju s t a greedy braw l 
for pow er an d  ow nership .
As the b oard  room  b a ttle  is about 
to  be jo ined , th e  o ld  m an  m uses: “T hey  
were going to  get h im  . . . because he 
was sixty-eight. . . Because h is body 
h ad  been b orn  six th-eigh t years before. 
A nd they w ere going to get h im  be­
cause h e  h ad  taken  th is  new spaper and 
m ade and  m o u lded  it. . . H is body 
h ad  lasted too long fo r them , and 
today they w ould  try  to  get h im . Very 
polite ly . Very form ally. A ll i ’s dotted , 
all t ’s crossed. Every m an n er well m a n ­
nered. Every h u n g ry  set o f eyes low­
ered. H e h a d  done th ings like it 
him self. Always so m uch  p o lite r th an  
a court. N o caps black, an d  every 
handshake go lden .”
T h u s  th e  stage is set and , from  
there , A u tho r M o rp h e tt em ploys the 
very effective device of exam in ing  in 
d ep th  each m an  concerned in  th e  d irty  
li ttle  d ram a, th e  story of th e ir lives 
and  hopes, loves, adu lteries an d  p e r­
versions, an d  o f th e  influences and  
m otives th a t h ad  b ro u g h t th em  to th e  
stage where, th is  day, th ey  have to 
decide w hether they are going to knife, 
d r no t knife, th e  o ld  m an.
A t th e  close of each m a n ’s story, 
th e  novel moves back to th e  board  
room  as th e  sub ject ju st d ea lt w ith, 
in  his tu rn , votes O n th e  e lder son’s 
m otion  to kick th e  o ld  m an  upstairs. 
T h e  shifts an d  twists in  th e  board  
room  fight keep th e  action  m oving 
swiftly an d  excitingly.
In  th e  background  are th e  deals, 
th e  pressures, th e  lobbyings, th e  spy­
ing, th e  h id den  ha tred s, th e  bedroom  
blackm ailing  an d  counter-b lackm ailing , 
an d  th ere  is, in  th e  end, n o t a clean 
p a ir  of hands am ong th e  lo t of them . 
As each m an  has to  declare him self,
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th e  read er knows ju st why he d id  it 
—for pow er, fo r revenge, for p reser­
vation . A nd w ho wins? T h e  read er can 
find o u t for him self. Except for the 
p o in t M o rp h e tt seems to  m ake th a t, 
in  such an affair, th ere  can be no 
real w inner. Ju s t a lo t of soiled people.
T ony  M o rp he tt has d raw i^ h is  ch ar­
acters well, th o ug h  n o t w ith  any great 
d ep th . H e has show n considerable skill 
in  hav ing  his characters (w ith th ree 
exceptions) nam eless. P erhaps he has 
overdraw n th e  charac ter of Unk, the 
ded ica ted  ed ito r, w ith  his d riv ing 
am b itio n  to get revenge on th e  m an  
who h a d  filched his fa th e r’s news­
paper.
W ho are th e  o th er people m odelled 
on: I d o n ’t th in k  T on y  M o rphett 
has m ean t to  p o rtray  any know n Aus­
tra lian  new spaper iden tities, past or 
p resen t. T h e  cen tra l character, the 
o ld  m an , I  w ould  say is a com posite 
p ictu re .
All in  all, th is  is a good novel, a 
p raisew orthy  a tte m p t to  lift A us­
tra lian  fiction from  th e  suburbs and 
th e  bush  track. Surely th is  m ust be 
th e  first A ustralian  novel set in  the 
board room  of a b ig  industry . A 
m in o r flaw is th a t, because of the 
flashback m etho d  involving characters 
so closely in terw oven, th ere  is neces­
sarily re p e titio n  an d  some flagging in  
action.
I th in k  a n to re valid  criticism  would 
be th a t T o n y  M o rp he tt has been too 
gen tle in  h is trea tm en t. Given th a t 
his story is n o t a p re tty  one, the 
A ustralian  new spaper industry  is a 
m uch  d ir tie r  business th an  he has 
p ic tu red . Some of th e  takeovers th a t 
have occurred  am ong A ustralian  
new spapers have been m uch bloodier 
and  m ore sord id  affairs th an  th a t in  
Dynasty. T h is  review er once w orked 
on  a m etro p o litan  new spaper on which 
was a fellow  rep o rte r, a  ju n io r on  th e  
finance page, a very am iab le fellow 
whose only  visible assets were his
weekly pay  packet. Now he controls 
th e  w hole shebang, an d  the ousted 
p ro p rie to r  was left a (relatively) poor 
m an . H ow  he d id  i t  I ’ll never u n d e r­
stand .
T h e  new spaper p ro p rie to r of D y­
nasty  is a  m an  of some conscience and  
in teg rity  (Cor instance, he fights his 
sons to  m a ';ita in  his ed ito ria l policy 
of opposing  th e  C om m unist Party  
D issolution  Bill). Show m e a news­
p a p e r p ro p rie to r  like th a t and  I ’ll 
show you Lasseter's Lost Reef.
D ynasty  also tends to  over-rom an- 
ticise th e  new spaper industry . T here  
are  too m any  characters, dedicated 
ed itors an d  reporters , w ith  th a t m y­
th ica l ink  in  th e ir  blood. If such exist
I have n o t m et them  in  40 years in  
th e  business.
F or a ll th e  m erit of D ynasty—and 
it  has p len ty —m any readers m ay not 
accept th e  lavish p raise bestowed on 
it (on th e  dustjacket) by pub lish er 
S tephen  M urray-Sm ith  as “adding 
significantly  to th e  achievem ent of the 
novel in  th is  country .” B ut they should  
n o t le t th a t dete r them . Dynasty is 
well w orth  read in g  an d  you d o n ’t have 
to be a new spaper m an  to enjoy it.
T o m  L a r d n e r
A PROPHETIC MINORITY, 
by Jack Newfield. Anthony Blond. $2.80.
IT S  C R IT IC S , of whom  th ere  are 
m any  rang ed  th ro u g h o u t th e  en tire  
p o litica l spectrum , call i t  half-baked, 
idealistic  to  a fault, and  naive. Its 
sup po rters , w hich include m en o f th e  
ca lib re  of M ichael H arrin g to n , see it 
as courageous, ded icated  an d  existen­
tia l. Its p rac tica l accom plishm ents, 
often  overlooked by those w ho w rite 
it  off as n ih ilis t o r chron ic rejection- 
ist, a re  im pressive by  any s tandards. 
I t  sees itself as th e  p ro d u c t o f th e  
g enera tion  “class of sixty” and  beyond,
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